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Send Your Children Back to School Protected from Serious Disease  

   
SACRAMENTO - With the arrival of back-to-school season, the California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) urges parents and guardians to ensure their children are current on vaccines. 
Immunizations protect against a number of serious and potentially life-threatening diseases.  
   
“Getting children all of the vaccines recommended by the Centers for Disease Control is one of the 
most important things parents can do to protect their children from serious diseases,” said Dr. Karen 
Smith, CDPH Director and State Public Health Officer. “If you haven’t done so already, check with 
your child’s doctor to find out what vaccines your child needs. Vaccinations are the best way to 
ensure that students are protected against serious and preventable diseases, including measles.”  
   
When children are not vaccinated, they are at increased risk for contracting diseases and can also 
spread diseases to other people, including students in their classrooms and both children and adults 
within their communities. Babies who are too young to be fully vaccinated, and people with weakened 
immune systems due to cancer or other health conditions are especially susceptible.  
   
California law requires students to receive certain immunizations in order to attend public and private 
elementary and secondary schools as well as licensed child care centers. Schools and licensed child 
care centers are required to enforce immunization requirements, maintain immunization records of all 
children enrolled, and report student immunization status to CDPH.  
   
Talk to your child’s doctor to find out which vaccines are recommended for them before going back to 
school.  
   
Visit www.ShotsforSchool.org for more information on immunization laws and required vaccinations.  
   

www.cdph.ca.gov  
   
(Audio soundbites from this news release of Dr. Karen Smith, CDPH Director and State Public Health 
Officer, is available here).  
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